HGTV Designer Deborah Burnett’s

Quick Fixes for Holiday Entertaining

You’ve finished your shopping, but now there are only a few hours left before your guests arrive for the holiday party. Don’t worry, there’s plenty of time to make your home warm, welcoming and fabulous, thanks to these tips from renowned interior decorator Deborah Burnett, a regular contributor to HGTV. 

Start With Photographs


Locate the problem areas right away by seeing each room as your guests will. If you don’t have time to use a disposable camera and rush to the one-hour photo, opt for a Polaroid. Start at one end of the room and work your way around for a panoramic view. Once the photos are laid out, overlapping, you’ll be amazed at the clutter, dangling cords and disheveled furniture you’ll find. Use the pictures to locate the spots that seem to lack luster and charm and concentrate your holiday decorating efforts there. Forget the rest.

Get The Aromas Ready

Welcome your guests with fresh aromas of the season from the moment they enter your home.  Nationally known Scent Expert Dr. Alan Hirsch, neurologist and director of the Smell & Taste Treatment and Research Foundation in Chicago, says the quickest way to alter mood and emotional behavior is with smell. According to Dr. Hirsch, certain aromas can actually affect the neuro-chemicals in the brain, making one feel more energized, less stressed and happier. 

People perk up when the air is rich with the smells of the holiday season. To create the perfect signature scent for your holiday get-together, Burnett suggests arranging three scented jar candles that are color compatible together on an entry sideboard or hutch and nestle them in a bed of fresh outdoor greens. Grab some from your yard to do the trick!

Colonial Candle, the maker of premium quality candles and home fragrance products, asked Dr. Hirsch to evaluate the new holiday fragrances in their line of scented jar candles. Based on Hirsch’s information, Colonial came up with a handy “Scent and Mood” reference guide that identifies the emotional response triggered by each multi-layered fragrance. For a desired effect, use this handy guide to find the perfect candle that promotes the mood you want to achieve.

	Colonial Candle
	Impact on Mood

	White Poinsettia
	Makes you feel safe and secure; helps reduce anxiety 

	Holiday Glow/Fine Merlot
	Makes you feel energized

	Autumn Fig
	Promotes togetherness, happiness, learning

	Holiday Sparkle
	Keeps you awake and alert/promotes nostalgia 

	Mulberry
	Incites desire to exercise and learn; Promotes energy

	Pear
	Decreases claustrophobia/reduces anxiety

	Apricot Mango Sorbet
	Makes your feel nostalgic

	Strawberry Rhubarb or

Cranberry Apple Tea
	Like a sweet wake-up call these scents make you feel like you’re bursting with energy

	Vanilla + Passionfruit
	Promotes feelings of youthfulness 

	Moroccan Spice/Cinnamon 
	Evokes romantic feelings among men


Potpourri Adds Richness

Colonial Candle’s new elegant glass hurricanes, pre-filled with premium botanical potpourri, make it a natural fit for texture. Pour out the loose potpourri into a decorative basket or serving bowl. Position the empty glass hurricane in the center of the loose fill and secure a pillar candle in the vase. Now you have a beautiful table centerpiece. 

Tablescape 


Place a few empty shoeboxes underneath an oversized cloth—preferably in a festive color. Scrunch and swirl the cloth around so that all boxes are covered. Put a few wreaths atop the boxes, leaving a hole to nestle decorative casserole bowls or serving baskets inside each opening. Put the main course in a large gift box in the center. Add in a few framed pictures from past holiday parties for a touch of nostalgia.

Let The Music Play

Fine-tune your entertaining efforts by selecting music that complements the mood you’re trying to project. Have a few swing-era CD’s for the older crowd and some light jazz and soft rock for the ageless. If you don’t have a stereo system around your home, simply locate a satellite or FM radio and position them on the tallest furniture piece in each room tuned to your favorite commercial-free station.
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